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And still the bond that knits these farthest points
north, to the farthest south, is living and unbroken,
and the people stream along the pilgrim roads, in
worship, to testify to the fact that without the concep-
tion of India as a whole we can explain no single
part or item of the Indian life. But the greatest of
all synthesis is that which is written in the minds and
hearts of the simple Himalayan peasantry them-
selves.   Successive waves of sectarian enthusiasm
have made their country what it is but the people
themselves are no sectaries. To them, Siva, Devi,
and Narayan are all sacred, and in their grasp of
the higher philosophy of Hinduism, they are,
without exception, true Hindus.
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